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Charting the Journey... 

Advent / ChristmasAdvent / Christmas   
       

     ñGive a little love, give a little joy,  

      give a little Christmas this Christmas!ò 
 

     Ask a child from the 1 st  ï 5 th  grade choir to sing this jingle for you, 

     and youôll hear the beautiful sound of a heart that is looking for more 

     this Christmas: more than gifts that add to a surplus of stuff in our 

     homes, more than spending money on goods whose creators receive 

     little reimbursement for their labor. How about more peaceful actions       

     between enemies, more hope for the generations that inherit our 

     earth, and more acts of love and investments of time within our  

     families. This Christmas, in a box or a hug, give a little love!  
 

Sunday, November 29 
The First Sunday of Advent 
During the season of Advent, we read prophecy of Christôs birth and look towards the celebration of the appearance 
of God on earth in the form of His Son, Jesus.  Scripture passages for this day include Jeremiah 33:14 -16, Psalm 
25:1 -10, 1 Thessalonians 3:9 -13, Luke 21:25 -36.  
 

Saturday, December 5 
Fine Arts  Christmas 
Ages 3 years old ð5th grade experience the story of Christôs birth through drama and music, and 
create fine art pieces to take home as gifts.  The camp runs from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and  
requires registration and tuition.  
  

Sunday, December 6 
The Second Sunday of Advent 
Scripture passages for this day include Malachi 3:1 -4, Luke 1:68 -79, Philippians 1:3 -11, Luke 3:1 -6.  
 

Sunday, December 13 
The Third Sunday of Advent 
The Jubilate! Choir will present ñA Festival of Carolsò during the Jubilate! worship service at 10:45 a.m.  Scripture 
passages for this day include Zephaniah 3:14 -20, Isaiah 12:2 -6, Philippians 4:4 -7, Luke 3:7 -18.  
 

Sunday, December 13, at 6:00 p.m. 
Give a Little Love! Christmas Celebration (List of events on the next page)  
The WMBC family is invited to a festival for all generations! The evening begins in the     

Sanctuary where the preschool choirs will retell the story of Christôs birth in music and   
movement with their musical, ñRoom Around the Manger.ò  Then, weôll all join in a hearty 
carol sing -a-long.  The childrenôs choirs will take us to the islands and teach us about giving 
from the heart at Christmas time. Following these performances, weôll enjoy yummy desserts 

and beverages in the Narthex, and youôll be encouraged to browse the Good News Goods Fair 
Trade Market in the Welcome Center (market will also be open 5:30 -6:00 p.m.).   
      

Sunday, December 20 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Scripture passages for this day include Micah 5:2 -5a, Luke 1:46 b-55, Hebrews 10:5 -10, Luke 1:39 -45.  
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Join your church family at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 24, in the Sanctuary for a special worship 
gathering celebrating the birth of Jesus.  This intergenerational service includes carol -singing, candlelight, 
and Scripture, all pointing to Godôs gift of love in His Son, Jesus Christ. 
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Tracie Gray Jernigan, Associate Pastor 
Worship & the Arts  
tgray@wmbc.org 

Charting the Journey... 

WorshipWorship   

Events at the Give a Little Love! Christmas Celebration include:  
 

Room Around the Manger 
This musical presented by the Meadows Preschool and WMBC Preschool Choirs tells the 

traditional Christmas story from the perspective of the people who can tell the most 
about the Saviorôs birth: a market vendor in Nazareth, the innkeeper in Bethlehem, and 
Mary and Joseph in the stable where God provides room for everyone around Jesusô  
manger.  
 

An Island Christmas 
 A Kidôs Musical about Giving 
 Our 1 st  ï 5 th  graders have been jamminô to the sounds of the islands and are ready to teach us   

 about giving the gift of love at Christmas!  Parents, our dress rehearsals will be Wednesday,         
 December 2 & 9, from 6:15 ï 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, and call time on Sunday, December 13,   
 is 4:00 p.m.  
 

Good News Goods Fair Trade Market 
Good News Goods is a part of the Texas Baptist Offering for World Hunger, and seeks to fight poverty 
through ethical purchasing.  Through hosting Trading Posts where Fair Trade goods will be sold regu-
larly in churches, and www.goodnewsgoods.com , the Baptist General Convention of Texas and the 
Christian Life Commission hope to provide simple, sustainable, and effective ways for  church mem-
bers to change their spending habits in a way that brings ñgood news to the poor.ò (Luke 4:18)  
Our market will be open 30 minutes before the 6:00 p.m. musical events and afterwards until       
8:00 p.m.  

 

 

  

 Looking Ahead 
 

 Sunday, January 3, 2010 ï  

 SCHEDULE CHANGE BEGINS 
 

 An on -going challenge for our church is that the folks  

 who worship in different services remain connected to  

 one another.  The Discipleship Council also recently  

 addressed the problem of the one -hour gap between the  

 Bible Study time and the Overflow worship service.  The   

 Worship Council and other Councils, deacons, church  

 staff, and Vision Community have prayerfully considered  

 how to respond.  The overwhelming consensus is to  

 adjust our schedule as outlined below.  We know that  

 few of us like to change our routines, but we are count -  

 ing on everyone making our critical needs for unity and  

 accessible discipleship opportunities as our highest  

 priorities.  Thanks for your flexibility!  
 

       9:00 a.m.   Jubilate! Choir Rehearsal  

       9:30 a.m.   Jubilate! Worship Service  

          10:45 a.m.   Bible Study for all ages  

          12:00 p.m.   Overflow Worship Service  

 

 

A recent news article noted that many 

people are spending less on Christmas 

gifts for their spouses this year.  Per-

haps the reminder for us is not only 

how much we spend at Christmas but 

also to whom we are giving.  Several          

  opportunities are mentioned in this edition of the  

  MESSENGER.  Please consider making gifts like the  

  following: the world missions offering, gifts for chil -  

  dren and families through the December 6 Hispanic  

  Ministry event, gifts of food and money for our  

  neighborhood families served by Braes Interfaith  

  Ministry.  At the December 13 church Christmas  

  event, weôll have a special chance to purchase items  

  through Good News Gifts and gifts of safe drinking  

  water through Living Water International are always  

  a blessing.  Thanks for your faithful generosity!  
    

          Blessings,  

        James Furr  

        Interim Pastor   

http://www.goodnewsgoods.com
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Why not challenge the church?  
This question has been on my heart 

for many months.  Sometimes reflect-
ing on the answer has created in me a 
sense of joy to see many people just 
waiting to be challenged, but itôs also 
clear that there is so much more that 
the Lord surely wants us to do. Are 
we willing to participate in new ways 

in Godôs transformation of Southwest 
Houston?  Can our churchôs mission 

statement help to re -shape the minis-
tries that each of us is called to ex-
press? Just the word transformation  
implies change.  So two questions 
come to my mind:  What are we doing 

today?  and, Are we changing the lives 
around us?  
 

I remember Pastor Garyôs last article 
in which he said the following:         
ñI wish Iôd pushed you harder, 

sooner.  Adopting Shearn was the 

right thing to do, but we should 

have been engaged in community 

transformation sooner than 2008.  

I also wish Iôd said harder things 

in sermons.ò  Reflection on these 
words reminded me that we need to 
be challenged if we want to grow.  
God requires us to make adjustments.  
We must also be aware that each 

change in our way of doing things 
represents a risk. However, faith in  
God can inspire us to trust him with 
confidence that he will provide for his 
church.  
 

Let me share with you some of the 
challenges and opportunities of the 
Hispanic/Latino Ministry:  
 

The ministry is new not only for the 

church, but also for me. Even 
though Iôve served before as a pas-

tor in Panama, I did not know what 
God had prepared me for here and 
how he was going to sustain his ser-

vant.  
 

My own heritage as a Panamanian 

was expanded as I became involved 
with 6 to 7 different cultural groups 
with different levels of education 

and language variations as we 
reached out to the community.

  
 
 
 
 

The variety of ministries has grown 

to include English classes, computer 
classes, and other activities beyond 

the Bible Study which was started 
on June 21, 2009.  We have had 
103 people attend various activities 
between June 21 and November 8, 
with regular attendance of 6 
each Sunday in Bible Study.  

 

Another challenge with our 

regular Bible Study participants 
has been to start teaching them 
to give an offering. In the last 
three Sundays, the group gave 
a total of $317 to the church.  

 

We were able to celebrate the 

dedication of a house of one of 
the members of the Bible 
Study. Dedicating the house taught 
them that God is our provider.  

   
 

My desire is that these words would 
help you to capture the vision of God 

for this growing ministry and encour-
age you to be ready to participate 
however God may lead.  Please keep 
our neighbors in mind, friends. They 

are just around the corner with many 
spiritual needs; you can be an instru-
ment of God in caring for them.  
  

Remember please:  
-  pray for this ministry.  

-  ask God to give you passion for the 
people in your neighborhood.  
-  ask God to guide you in getting in-
volved in sharing the Gospel.  

 
Your support is specifically 

needed to provide gifts for    

children, adolescents, and      

families for our Latino Christmas 

on Sunday, December 6.  Call 

the church office or email me for 

suggestions. Thanks!  

ƏSq`mrenqlhmf Rntsgvdrs Gntrsnm hmsn ` ok`bd 

lnqd khjd sgd Jhmfcnl ne FncƐ 
 

Hispanic/Latino Ministry ~ Eduardo Henningham, Director 

 
 

FALL WORKDAY REPORT  

 

The WMBC fall workday on Saturday, October 24, was 
very successful.  Parking curbs were painted,   

  mulch was put on the flower beds, pots were replanted,  
  rooms were painted, windows were washed, and rest -  
  rooms were scoured.  Many thanks to the following  

  workers:   
 

  Mike Terry, chair, Wayne Shull, co -chair, George Addi -  
  son, Elaine Butler, Tim Childs,  Joel Koumba, Shirley  

  Kouri, Beverly & Jerry McGaughey, Jeff Peters, Mary &  
  Steve Roberts, Kitty Thompson.  

Recycling Update  
 

Month of October 2009  

You recycled 6.27 tons of paper,  
saved 19.56 cubic yards of landfill 
space, and earned $94.26 for the 
church.  
 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO RECYCLE.  
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6:30 - 8:00 pm 
The Loft 

What -a -Wednesday FOR december  

Regular Wednesday Schedule:  
 

  

 5:30 p.m.  Dinner ($5 for adults, $2 for children); reservations required ð contact Shirley, 

   skouri@wmbc.org, or 713 -723 -2870, by Tuesday, 10:00 a.m. each week)*  

 6:15 p.m.  FaithWeaver Friends for 1st -5th Graders -  building friendships with Jesus and others  

 6:30 p.m.  Music Time for PreK & Kindergarten -  music and missions  

   PrimeTime for Youth  

   Small Groups for Adults  

 7:30 p.m.  Jubilate! Choir Rehearsal  

SMALL GROUP FOR ADULTS 
 

Advent Conspiracy 

led by James Furr 
 

December 2, 9 
 

  

Are you fed up with how con-
sumerism has stolen the soul of 
Christmas?  The remaining two 
weeks in this four -week study 
will invite you to substitute 
compassion for consumerism by 
practicing simple but powerful, 

countercultural concepts.  

 
The remaining two sessions include:  

Give More -  of your presence: your hands, your 

words, your time, your heart  

Love All -  the poor, the forgotten, the marginalized, 

the sick, in ways that make a difference  

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES FOR  

CHILDREN & YOUTH 
 
 

 

 

6:30 - 7:30 pm 
Room 105 

6:15 - 7:30 pm 
Room 219 

*Reservations for the Wednesday, December 9,  

ñlast mealò of the year, need to be made by  

noon Monday, December 7.  See page 9 

(Fellowship Page) for details about the meal and 

program that you wonôt want to miss.   

Dress rehearsals for the 
Dec. 13 musical will be on 
Wed., Dec. 2 & 9.  
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WMBC Events December 2009  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
  8:00 am   Meadows Preschool  
  8:30 am     Senior Adult Exercise  
  9:30 am   Staff Meeting  
10:30 am   Ceramics  
  2:00 pm   Darts  
  4:30 pm   Weight Watchers  
  7:00 pm   Womenôs Prayer Circle 
  7:00 pm   Hispanic Ministry  
                 English Class  
  

2 
  8:00 am   Meadows Preschool  
  9:00 am   WIN Bible Study  
  9:45 am   WIN  
  5:30 pm   Dinner  
  6:15 pm   Activities for 1st -5th Grades  
  6:30 pm   Activities for PreK/K  
  6:30 pm   PrimeTime for Youth  
  6:30 pm   Small Groups for Adults  
  7:30 pm   Jubilate! Choir Rehearsal  

3 
 8:00 am   Meadows Preschool  
 8:30 am    Senior Adult Exercise  
 5:30 pm   Special Olympics Basketball  
 6:00 pm   Vocals Rehearsal  
 7:00 pm   Band Rehearsal  
 

4 
   8:00 am   Meadows Preschool  
   9:30 am   Ladies Bible Study  
   6:00 pm   Womenôs Ministry 
                  Christmas Open House  
  
  
      

5 
  Omega House Ministry  
 
   10:00 am   Fine Arts Christmas  
   

6 

 Second Sunday of Advent  
  8:50 am   Adult Bible Study Teachers  
                 & Directors Meeting  
  9:00 am   Jubilate! Choir Rehearsal  
  9:30 am     Bible Study for All Ages  
10:45 am     Jubilate! Worship  
11:45 am   Overflow Worship  
  3:00 pm   Latino Christmas Party  
  7:00 pm   Youth Guysô Small Group 
  7:00 pm   Youth Girlsô Small Group 
 
   
 

7 
   8:00 am   Meadows Preschool  
10:00 am   AARP Board Meeting  
  6:30 pm   PSC Meeting  
 
 
  
 

8 
 January Messenger Articles Due  
  8:00 am   Meadows Preschool  
  8:30 am     Senior Adult Exercise  
  9:30 am   Staff Meeting  
  9:30 am   MOPS  
10:30 am   Ceramics  
  2:00 pm   Darts  
  4:30 pm   Weight Watchers  
  6:00 pm   Sunshine Class Meeting  
  7:00 pm   Womenôs Prayer Circle 
  7:00 pm   Hispanic English Class  
  7:00 pm   Willow Meadows Civic Club  

9 
  8:00 am   Meadows Preschool  
  9:00 am   WIN Bible Study  
  9:45 am   WIN  
  5:30 pm   Dinner  
  6:15 pm   Activities for 1st -5th Grades  
  6:30 pm   Activities for PreK/K  
  6:30 pm   PrimeTime for Youth  
  6:30 pm   Small Groups for Adults  
  6:30 pm   Second Family Care Team  
  7:30 pm   Jubilate! Choir Rehearsal  
 
    
 

10 
 8:00 am   Meadows Preschool  
 8:30 am    Senior Adult Exercise  
 9:30 am   AARP  
 5:30 pm   Special Olympics Basketball  
 6:00 pm   Vocals Rehearsal  
 7:00 pm   Band Rehearsal  
 
 
   
   

 
 

11 
   8:00 am   Meadows Preschool  
   9:30 am   Ladies Bible Study  
   6:30 pm   Challengers/Cornerstone  
                  Christmas Party  
 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 

13 

 Third Sunday of Advent  
  9:00 am   Jubilate! Choir Rehearsal  
  9:30 am     Bible Study for All Ages  
10:45 am     Jubilate! Worship  
11:45 am   Overflow Worship  
  3:00 pm   Training for Good News  
                 Market  
  5:30 pm   Good News Goods Fair  
                 Trade Market  
  6:00 pm   Childrenôs Musical / 
                 Christmas Dessert Party /  
                 Good News Market  

14 
  8:00 am   Meadows Preschool  
  9:30 am   Bellaire Moms Club  
  6:30 pm   PSC Meeting  
 
   
 

15 
  8:00 am   Meadows Preschool  
  8:30 am     Senior Adult Exercise  
  9:30 am   Staff Meeting  
10:30 am   Ceramics  
11:00 am   WMU Christmas Lunch  
  2:00 pm     Darts  
  4:30 pm   Weight Watchers  
  6:15 pm   Finance Committee  
  7:00 pm   Womenôs Prayer Circle 
  7:00 pm   Hispanic Ministry  
                  English Class  
 

16 
  8:00 am   Meadows Preschool  
  9:00 am   WIN Bible Study  
  9:45 am   WIN Christmas Party  
 
  No Wednesday Evening Activities  
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 8:00 am   Meadows Preschool  
 8:30 am   Senior Adult Exercise  
 9:30 am   Senior Adult Game Day  
 1:30 pm   BIM Board Meeting  
 5:30 pm   Special Olympics Basketball  
 6:00 pm   Vocals Rehearsal  
 7:00 pm   Band Rehearsal  
   
 
   
 
   

18 
   8:00 am   Meadows Preschool  
   7:00 pm   Youth Christmas Party  
    
 

19 
   Omega House Ministry  

20 
 Fourth Sunday of Advent  
  9:30 am     Bible Study for All Ages  
10:45 am     Jubilate! Worship /  
                 Communion  
11:45 am   Overflow Worship /  
                 Communion  
 
 

21 
  Meadows Preschool Closed  
   

22 
  Meadows Preschool Closed  
  8:30 am     Senior Adult Exercise  
  9:30 am   Staff Meeting  
  2:00 pm     Darts  
  4:30 pm   Weight Watchers  
  7:00 pm   Womenôs Prayer Circle 
 

23 
  Meadows Preschool Closed  
   
 
 

24 
  Christmas Eve  
 
   Meadows Preschool Closed  
   Church Offices OPEN  
 
  5:00 pm   Christmas Eve Service  

25 
   Christmas Day    
 
   Meadows Preschool Closed  
   Church Offices Closed  

26 
     

27 
  No Bible Study  
10:45 am     Jubilate! Worship  
11:45 am   Overflow Worship  
 

28 
   Meadows Preschool Closed  
   Church Offices Closed  

29 
   Meadows Preschool Closed  
   Church Offices Closed  

30 
   Meadows Preschool Closed  
   Church Offices Closed  

31 
   New Yearôs Eve    
 
   Meadows Preschool Closed  
   Church Offices Closed  

  

BIM = Braes Interfaith Ministries  
OTRA = On the Road Again  

PSC = Pastor Selection Committee  
WIN = Willow Meadows International Neighbors  
WMU = Womanôs Missionary Union 
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   Meadows Preschool Closed  
   Church Offices Closed  

  

  Looking Ahead 
 

  Jan. 3 -  Sunday Schedule Change Begins  

  Jan. 13 -  Wednesday Night Activities Resume  

  Jan. 17 -  Blood Drive  

  Jan. 31 -  Quarterly Business Meeting  
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Meadows  
Preschool 
. . . the little 

school  
with A BIG 

HEART 

 

 
 

 
 

Itôs here; the gift giving season.  
So think on this.  The greatest gift your pre-
schooler can receive requires no money.  This 
gift is simply together - time.  This gift is your 

ñpresence.ò  We give our preschoolers toys, 
and we give them gadgets.  But what they 

need is one of the greatest gifts of all, you and 
your time.  
 

The gift of parental time spent with preschool-
ers builds forever - relationships and helps pre -  

 
schoolers to realize their true value as a mem-
ber of the family.  It takes time, but it is worth 
every minute.  
 

At Meadows Preschool we realize that parents 

cannot spend 100% of their time with their 
preschoolers.  However, we offer excellent 
teacher/child ratios, which allow for each child 
to have their individual needs met.  The teach-
ing staff is nurturing and well prepared to pro-
vide creative activities to help preschoolers 
both feel important and to build their emotional 

intelligence.  
 

Meadows Preschool meets Monday through Fri-

day for babies through pre -kindergarteners.  
Call today to schedule a tour and learn more.  

Cyndi Wehmeyer, Associate Pastor  
Weekday Preschool Education  

cwehmeyer@wmbc.org 

Welcome,  

New Member  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nick Jernigan  

November 1, 2009  

Dear Willow Meadows Baptist Church Members,  
 

My students at Shearn were so excited about your Trunk or Treat festi-
val!  They all had a good time and felt loved and welcomed.  Your  
contributions to us and our community are changing lives.  Thank you 
for your ongoing support and friendship.  
     

     Sincerely,  
     Catherine Nelson  

     Shearn Library  

Trunk or Treat  

Oct. 28, 2009  

The trikes go rolling . . . two by two by two by two.   
 

Meadows Preschool has just purchased eight new, ñindustrial 
strengthò trikes for the WMBC playground.  Our old trikes are struc-
turally sound but are in need of a few screws, pedals, and a good 
coat or two of paint.  A local Boy Scout troop is going to take the old 

trikes to refurbish and donate to a childrenôs charity.  I guess this 
means our old red trikes are going green!  
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UPCOMING  

OTRA EVENTS       

'ƏNm sgd Qn`c @f`hmƐ( 

 

Thursday, December 10:  
   ñThe Sound of Musicò at TUTS & eat at Cleburneôs  
   Cafeteria. Meet at Hobby Lobby at 5:30 p.m. to ride  
   the bus leaving at 6:00 p.m.  
Friday, January 29:  
   Go to Rosenberg Opry for old - time country & southern  

   gospel music with Barbara Fairchild; $10 plus dinner.  
   

Contact Elva Wilson, 713 -723 -1037, for info.  
 

Sanctuary Flowers  

for 2010  
 

If you would like to give the Sunday 
Sanctuary flowers in 2010 in memory 
or honor of someone, please contact 
Sandra Meek at smeek@wmbc.org or 713 -723 -2870.  
 

The following dates are available (as of Nov. 20):  
Jan 3 10  24   Mar 21  Apr 4   May 2 9 16 23   June 27  
July 4 11 18   Aug 1 15 22   Oct 3 10 24   Nov 7   
 

The cost is $55.  

ñThe Last Meal of    

  the Yearò 
 

Itôs the most wonderful time of the year 

Meats and treats and all you can eat  

A surprise program you wonôt want to miss 

120 is all the room can hold  

A reservation will put your name in the pot  

Without it, there will NOT be a spot  

Cakes, pies, cupcakes, candy, and cookies  

Youôll not want to miss the fun evening  

Weôll have treats for everyone 
             

Naomi òthe chefó 

& her crew 
 

Wednesday, December 9, 5:30 p.m.  
Adults, $5 each; children under 12, 2 for $4  

 

Make your reservations  

by noon on Monday, December 7,  

by contacting Shirley Kouri, 713 - 723 - 2870, 

or skouri@wmbc.org  
 

Christmas Dessert Fellowship 

Sunday, December 13 

in the Narthex 
 

 

which begins at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Please bring  

your favorite dessert to share.  

For more information,  

contact Shelley Nagel, snagel15@yahoo.com  




